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Study: Salt Lake City teens are safest holiday drivers
Low fatalities » Tampa the deadliest spot, Allstate reports.

By Brandon Loomis
The Salt Lake Tribune

Updated: 12/25/2008 11:37:18 AM MST

Salt Lake City has the safest holiday-season teen-age drivers of the nation's top 50 metropolitan areas,
according to a report by Allstate Insurance Co.

Federal statistics show that metro Salt Lake City's fatal-crash rate from Thanksgiving to New Year's Day is
0.569 per 100,000 teens, the company reports in its "Holiday Teen Driving Hotspots Study." That compares to
the nation's worst rate of 5.003 around Tampa, Fla.

The study includes the years 2000-2007, during which time metro Salt Lake had four fatal crashes involving
teen drivers during the holidays.

Allstate's Southwest field representative, Denis Bailey, praised Utahns for teaching their children well. Too
often parents don't discuss safe driving with their children, he said, and it's especially important during this
sometimes-treacherous season.

"Parents sometimes think they can't influence their teen," Bailey said in a written statement. "But research
shows parents are among the strongest influences on teens."

Most of the safer metros listed in Allstate's report are in the North, excepting some California locales, while
most of the 10 worst are in the South.

Despite Utah's relative safety this time of year, teens remain a hazard behind the wheel year-round. The
latest available report from the Utah Department of Transportation, for 2006, found that teen drivers that year
represented just 8 percent of the state's licensed drivers but were involved in 26 percent of all crashes and 17
percent of fatal wrecks. A Utah teen crashed every 36 minutes in 2006, and their 14,398 accidents caused 7,817
injuries and 49 deaths.

Boys and girls aged 15-19 were close to equal in their involvement in crashes overall, with 54 percent male
drivers and 46 percent female. But boys were at the wheel for 76 percent of fatal crashes, and reckless or
aggressive driving accounted for 36 percent of those, the largest share. Speeding was second at 19 percent and
distracted driving was third at 9 percent.

As part of its "Zero Fatalities" education program, UDOT has developed driver-education materials steered
toward teens. The program is called "Don't Drive Stupid," and it includes a brochure that discusses common
reasons and preventions for teen accidents.

For instance, according to the "Don't Drive Stupid" literature, crashes are the leading cause of teen deaths
partly because teens often drive with multiple passengers and get distracted. It also cautions against texting
while driving: "A driver traveling 65 miles per hour covers the length of a football field in the same time it takes
to check a text message."

bloomis@sltrib.com

Safest metros for holiday teen drivers

» Salt Lake City (0.569 death per 100,000 teens)
» San Francisco

» Cleveland

» Portland, Ore.

» Milwaukee

» New York

» San Jose, Calif.

» Boston

» Detroit

» Los Angeles

Deadliest metros for holiday teen drivers

» Tampa, Fla. (5.003 deaths per 100,000 teens)
» Jacksonville, Fla.

» Orlando, Fla.

» Kansas City, Mo.

» Birmingham, Ala.
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